
The poll surveyed a random sample of 5,147 Canadians by Smart IVR™ on July 20-21, 2015. 
Mainstreet surveyed a mixture of landlines and cell phones. Results were weighted by age, 

gender, region and language. Margin of error: +/- 1.37%, 19/20. Regional MoEs are greater.



CONSERVATIVE CHRISTMAS - IN JULY
  
July 24, 2015 (Toronto, ON) - A new Mainstreet/Postmedia poll finds the Conservatives with a strong lead 
nationally in the immediate aftermath of the new enhanced Universal Childcare Benefit. The 
Mainstreet/Postmedia poll has a margin of error of +/- 1.37%, 19/20. With 5,147 respondents it is the largest 
‘Federal Horserace’ telephone poll of 2015.

"It’s Christmas in July for Conservatives as the immediate response to UCCB cheques is overwhelmingly 
positive for Stephen Harper. It appears that along with recent economic turmoil in Asia and Europe and a 
strong desire to maintain balanced budgets has increased the chances of a Harper re-election this fall," said 
Quito Maggi, president of Mainstreet Research.

Among decided voters, Conservatives now lead with 38%, the NDP is second with 27%, and Liberals follow 
close behind at 25% with the Green Party at 6% and the Bloc at 4%. 20% of voters remain undecided.

Those Who Are Following UCCB More Likely to Vote Tory
"People with children under 18, eligible for the UCCB cheques that were received over the weekend and 
early part of the week have been following the UCCB cheque arrival closely, and have reacted very 
positively. 38% of eligible parents who followed very closely indicated they would vote Conservative, that 
number drops to 25% among those who indicated they had not followed the UCCB cheques at all. Among 
those who were not aware of the UCCB cheques, support for the Conservatives drops to 23%”, said Maggi.

Party Standings in Quebec Remain Volatile; Tories Have Strong Lead in Ontario
The NDP lead in Québec has returned to pre-Duceppe entry levels at 36%, with Bloc support dropping to 
just 17% and the Conservatives and Liberals deadlocked at 22%. In BC, the NDP leads the Conservatives by 
12 points and the Liberals by 22, with a staggering 44% support level. In Alberta and the Prairies, the 
Conservatives enjoy big leads with 52% and 49% respectively. In the Atlantic provinces Liberals continue to 
lead with 38% support while the Conservatives and NDP are in a statistical tie with 29% and 27% 
respectively.

In seat rich Ontario, the Conservatives have opened up a big lead over the Liberals and NDP with 45% of 
the decided vote compared to 28% for the Liberals and 21% for the NDP. The biggest gains have come in 
905 where the Conservatives lead 42% to the NDP’s 16%. In the 416, the Liberals lead at 30% with the NDP 
a close second at 26% and the Conservatives at 24%.

Those Who Have Seen Political Ads - But Don’t Know How Many, Most Likely to Vote Conservative
People who have viewed political ads in the last month tend to support Conservatives, with 38% compared 
to 29% for people who have not seen ads. But those who recall seeing 30 or more ads in the last month are 
supporting the Liberal party (34%) and NDP (33%). The highest support for Conservatives is among those 
who don't recall how many ads they have seen, but know they have seen some. That level sits at over 45% 
compared to 27% for the NDP and just 20% for the Liberals.

A Balanced Budget is Important, Canadians Say
The economy seems to be heating up as the real issue for the coming election as voters say it is important 
to maintain a balanced budget. 90% said it was important, compared to just 5% who said it was not, 
including 49% who said it was very important. 

"Exclusive Mainstreet/Postmedia polls are protected by copyright. 
The information and/or data may only be rebroadcast or republished 
with full and proper credit and attribution to “Mainstreet/Postmedia”.

“In light of recent economic meltdowns in Europe and Asia and talk of recession in Canada, the economy 
has returned as a major concern. 38% of people said Stephen Harper would be the best manager of the 
economy, followed by Tom Mulcair of the NDP at 31% and Justin Trudeau at 23%,” said Maggi.

Debates Will Matter: 70% of Potential Vote Switchers Will Follow Coverage
The upcoming election debates will be followed very closely by 38% of voters, the highest being in Ontario 
with 45% and the lowest being in Québec with just 27% following debates very closely. Another 38% will 
follow somewhat closely with the reverse, a high of 49% in Québec and a low of 30% in Ontario. Among 
party supporters, Greens lead the way with 45% saying they will follow the debates very closely and NDP 
supporters trail with just 36%. Only 28% of undecided voters say they will follow the debates very closely 
and another 34% somewhat closely. 

Among those who might change their vote, almost 70% will follow debates, including 29% very closely 
compared to just 14% who won’t follow very closely and 7% not at all. 11% indicated they weren't sure. 

“The debates could prove to be an opportunity for the leaders to either solidify support of their soft voters 
or to steal voters from the other parties with a strong performance”, said Maggi.

Conservatives May Have Peaked Too Soon
"Its not all good news for Stephen Harper and the Conservatives as a look at Undecided voters and Second 
choice support among those who might change their mind tells a di�erent story altogether. The NDP and 
Liberals are statistically tied among both second choice and leaning undecided voters across Canada and 
in Québec. When factored in to Mainstreet's Momentum Tracker score, this gives Conservatives only a 
slight edge at 34% compared to 30% for both Liberals and the NDP. In Québec, the Bloc and Conservatives 
are statistically tied with 19% and 18% respectively compared to the NDP at 31% and the Liberals at 30%."

"Although these numbers should be concerning to both Tom Mulcair and Justin Trudeau, there remains 
growth potential for both parties. Stephen Harper is enjoying a return to support levels not seen since 
election day of 2011 but other numbers show he may be near a peak and the early bump from Christmas in 
July may not be sustainable until late October," finished Maggi.

About Mainstreet Research
Mainstreet is a national public research firm. With 20 years of political experience at all three levels of 
government, President and CEO Quito Maggi is a respected commentator on Canadian public a�airs. 

Di�erentiated by its large sample sizes, Mainstreet has provided accurate snapshots of public opinion, 
having predicted a majority NDP government in Alberta (2015), a majority Liberal government in British 
Columbia, and a majority Liberal government in Ontario. Most recently, Mainstreet was the most accurate 
pollster of November’s Toronto mayoral election.
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    MAINSTREET MOMENTUM TRACKER™

Who’s got the Momentum? Mainstreet’s Momentum Tracker™ compares a number of 
factors including vote strength, second choice preferences and undecided leaners.
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FEDERAL VOTING INTENTION      INCLUDING UNDECIDED VOTERS

CONSERVATIVE (CPC)
NDP
LIBERAL (LPC)
BLOC QUÉBECOIS (BQ)
GREEN PARTY (GPC)
UNDECIDED (UD)

30%
22%
20%
3%
5%
20%

The Question Was:
“If the Federal Election were today,  
which party would you support?”

Party and Leader Name were given
ie. The Conservative Party led by 
Stephen Harper

BREAKDOWNS
18-34
37%
19%
20%
4%
5%
14%
534

35-49
28%
23%
18%
4%
5%
21%
860

50-64
25%
23%
20%
3%
5%

24%
1698

65+
32%
20%
22%
2%
3%

20%
2055

Female
26%
22%
20%
4%
5%
22%
2825

Male
35%
21%
20%
2%
4%
18%
2322

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED 

Atlantic
21%
20%
28%
0%
5%

26%
417

QC
18%
30%
18%
14%
2%
19%
1394

ON
35%
16%
21%
0%
5%

23%
1604

Prairies
40%
17%
19%
0%
6%
19%
414

AB
46%
14%
19%
0%
9%
12%
505

BC
24%
37%
18%
0%
8%
14%
813SAMPLE

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED 

MIGHT
21%
10%
35%
2%
2%

30%

UNLIKELY
25%
10%
20%
0%
10%
36%

LIKELY
17%
23%
22%
1%
6%

30%

CERTAIN
34%
23%
19%
4%
4%
16%

HOW LIKELY ARE YOU TO VOTE?



FEDERAL VOTING INTENTION      INCLUDING UNDECIDED VOTERS
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      REGIONAL BREAKDOWNS
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Regional Margins of Error:
British Columbia +/- 3.44%

Alberta +/- 4.38%
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      REGIONAL BREAKDOWNS
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CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY

Atlantic
28%
27%
38%
0%
7%

QC
22%
36%
22%
17%
2%

ON
45%
21%
28%
0%
6%

Prairies
49%
21%
23%
0%
7%

AB
52%
16%
22%
0%
10%

BC
28%
43%
21%
0%
9%

BREAKDOWNS
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Which party are you leaning towards voting for?

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED 

Atlantic
4%
13%
16%
0%
2%

65%

QC
10%
20%
8%
2%
10%
50%

ON
6%
7%
18%
0%
1%

68%

Prairies
14%
4%
4%
0%
5%

74%

AB
23%
6%
14%
0%
5%

53%

BC
2%

34%
12%
0%
8%

43%

8%

13%

14%

0%
4%

60%

CPC NDP LPC GPC BQ UD



Do you consider yourself to be a strong supporter of this party, or is there a chance you will 
change your mind before the next election? [CPC/NDP/LPC]

CONSERVATIVE
STRONG    73%
MIGHT CHANGE MIND 21%
DON’T KNOW   6%

NDP
STRONG    53%
MIGHT CHANGE MIND 41%
DON’T KNOW   6%

LIBERAL
STRONG    57%
MIGHT CHANGE MIND 34%
DON’T KNOW   9%

Strong Might Change Don't Know

Strong Might Change Don't Know

Strong Might Change Don't Know



And who would be your second choice? 

VOTING INTENTION vs SECOND CHOICE

CPC
x

9%
15%
9%

20%

NDP
21%

x
53%
47%
36%

LPC
24%
51%

x
6%
11%

BQ
1%
11%
0%
x

0%

GPC
9%
14%
3%
1%
x

VOTING INTENTION
CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED 

Atlantic
13%
20%
47%
0%
9%
10%

QC
9%
25%
27%
17%
2%

20%

ON
8%

30%
18%
0%
6%
38%

Prairies
11%
29%
21%
0%
22%
17%

AB
8%
19%
19%
0%
17%
38%

BC
9%
19%
38%
0%
16%
18%

UD
45%
14%
28%
38%
32%

50403020100

9%

51%

11%

14%

14%

SECOND CHOICE 
FOR NDP VOTERS
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And who would be your second choice? 

SECOND CHOICE FOR LIBERAL VOTERS



And, in the last month, can you recallseeing or hearing any political advertising in the 
following: TV, Radio, Newspapers or Online.

18-34
84%
10%
6%
534

35-49
74%
13%
13%
860

50-64
83%
8%
9%

1698

65+
78%
10%
12%

2055

Female
80%
10%
10%
2825

Male
80%
10%
10%
2322

YES
NO
NOT SURE
SAMPLE

YES
NO
NOT SURE
SAMPLE

Atlantic
84%
8%
8%
417

QC
71%
17%
13%
1394

ON
82%
9%
9%

1604

Prairies
81%
7%
12%
414

AB
84%
6%
10%
505

BC
83%
10%
7%
813

YES   80%
NO   10%
NOT SURE  10%

80%

10%

10%



How many political advertisements would you 
estimate you have seen in the last month?

18-34
51%
35%
7%
7%
0%

35-49
36%
29%
13%
12%
10%

50-64
42%
27%
11%
14%
7%

65+
42%
25%
13%
9%
11%

Female
44%
28%
11%
11%
7%

Male
42%
31%
11%
10%
6%

10 ADS OR LESS
11 TO 20
21 TO 30
31 ADS OR MORE
NOT SURE

10 ADS OR LESS
11 TO 20
21 TO 30
31 ADS OR MORE
NOT SURE

Atlantic
35%
23%
18%
19%
5%

QC
62%
26%
4%
2%
6%

ON
40%
29%
12%
10%
9%

Prairies
48%
33%
9%
7%
3%

AB
40%
30%
12%
15%
4%

BC
28%
38%
14%
16%
3%

10 ADS OR LESS 43%
11 TO 20  29%
21 TO 30  11%
31 ADS OR MORE 10%
NOT SURE  6%

43%

29%

11%

10%

6%



CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED

No Ads
23%
19%
18%
10%
8%

23%

Unsure
32%
19%
15%
2%
3%

29%

31+
18%
25%
26%
0%
7%

24%

21-30
27%
22%
24%
1%
2%

23%

11-20
32%
22%
20%
3%
4%
19%

<10
32%
25%
19%
4%
3%
17%

How many political advertisements would you 
estimate you have seen in the last month?
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VOTING INTENTIONS FOR THOSE ‘UNSURE’ ABOUT HOW MANY ADS THEY’VE WATCHED



In your opinion how important is it that the Federal government deliver a balanced 
budget? Is it very important, moderately important, somewhat important or not 
important at all?

18-34
53%
21%
15%
7%
3%
534

35-49
46%
32%
13%
6%
4%
860

50-64
46%
33%
14%
3%
5%

1698

65+
55%
27%
9%
4%
5%

2055

Female
50%
28%
13%
4%
5%

2825

Male
49%
29%
13%
6%
3%

2322

VERY IMPORTANT
MODERATELY IMPORTANT
SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT 
NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT 
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE

VERY IMPORTANT
MODERATELY IMPORTANT
SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT 
NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT 
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE

Atlantic
42%
30%
12%
4%
12%
417

QC
49%
26%
12%
9%
4%

1394

ON
52%
30%
12%
3%
4%

1604

Prairies
63%
21%
9%
1%
6%
414

AB
52%
29%
12%
5%
3%
505

BC
38%
31%
21%
8%
2%
813

49%

28%

13%

5%
4%

VERY IMPORTANT
MODERATELY IMPORTANT
SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT

NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT 
NOT SURE 

49%
28%
13%
5%
4%



Which federal leader do you trust most to manage the Canadian economy? 

STEPHEN HARPER
THOMAS MULCAIR
JUSTIN TRUDEAU
GILLES DUCEPPE
ELIZABETH MAY
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE

Atlantic
24%
16%
29%
0%
1%

31%
417

QC
22%
38%
20%
14%
1%
5%

1394

ON
38%
21%
20%
0%
4%
18%
1604

Prairies
36%
24%
13%
0%
4%
22%
414

AB
51%
15%
21%
0%
2%
11%
505

BC
29%
43%
14%
0%
4%
9%
813

STEPHEN HARPER 33%
THOMAS MULCAIR 27%
JUSTIN TRUDEAU 19%
GILLES DUCEPPE 3%
ELIZABETH MAY 3%
NOT SURE  14%

33%

27%

19%

3%

3%

14%

18-34
37%
28%
18%
5%
6%
5%
534

35-49
34%
29%
18%
2%
3%
15%
860

50-64
28%
27%
19%
3%
2%
21%
1698

65+
35%
20%
23%
2%
2%
17%

2055

Female
30%
29%
18%
2%
4%
16%

2825

Male
37%
24%
20%
4%
3%
12%

2322

STEPHEN HARPER
THOMAS MULCAIR
JUSTIN TRUDEAU
GILLES DUCEPPE
ELIZABETH MAY
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE



 And how closely do you plan to follow the federal election debates? 

18-34
39%
32%
22%
4%
3%
534

35-49
33%
43%
13%
4%
8%
860

50-64
37%
42%
13%
4%
5%

1698

65+
44%
32%
11%
4%
9%

2055

Female
36%
36%
18%
4%
6%

2825

Male
39%
39%
12%
4%
6%

2322

VERY CLOSELY
SOMEWHAT CLOSELY
NOT TOO CLOSELY
NOT AT ALL CLOSELY
NOT SURE
SAMPLE

VERY CLOSELY
SOMEWHAT CLOSELY
NOT TOO CLOSELY
NOT AT ALL CLOSELY
NOT SURE
SAMPLE

Atlantic
35%
43%
10%
4%
6%
417

QC
29%
49%
16%
5%
4%

1394

ON
45%
30%
16%
2%
7%

1604

Prairies
39%
37%
13%
4%
7%
414

AB
35%
38%
16%
3%
8%
505

BC
36%
38%
15%
7%
4%
813

VERY CLOSELY   38%
SOMEWHAT CLOSELY 38%
NOT TOO CLOSELY  15%
NOT AT ALL CLOSELY 4%
NOT SURE    6%

38%

38%

15%

4%
6%



 And how closely do you plan to follow the federal election debates? 

AMONG VOTERS WHO ‘MIGHT SWITCH’

68%

21%

11%

Very/Somewhat Not Too/Not At All Not Sure



The Government of Canada may be considering an increase in the minimum down 
payment required to buy a home. Do you approve or disapprove of increasing the 
minimum down payment to purchase a home from the current 5%? 

BREAKDOWNS 18-34
33%
22%
14%
12%
19%
534

35-49
24%
27%
16%
15%
17%
860

50-64
22%
20%
22%
18%
18%
1698

65+
26%
23%
14%
10%
26%
2055

Female
24%
23%
16%
15%
22%
2825

Male
29%
24%
17%
13%
17%

2322

STRONGLY APPROVE
SOMEWHAT APPROVE
SOMEWHAT DISAPPROVE
STRONGLY DISAPPROVE
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE

STRONGLY APPROVE
SOMEWHAT APPROVE
SOMEWHAT DISAPPROVE
STRONGLY DISAPPROVE
NOT SURE 
SAMPLE

Atlantic
22%
18%
13%
17%
30%
417

QC
31%
18%
19%
20%
12%
1394

ON
24%
29%
12%
13%
21%

1604

Prairies
28%
22%
11%
8%

30%
414

AB
29%
17%
22%
12%
20%
505

BC
23%
25%
24%
11%
17%
813

26%

23%

17%

14%

20%

STRONGLY APPROVE 26%
SOMEWHAT APPROVE 23%
SOMEWHAT DISAPPROVE 17%
STRONGLY DISAPPROVE 14%
NOT SURE   20%



VERY CLOSELY
SOMEWHAT CLOSELY
NOT TOO CLOSELY
NOT AT ALL CLOSELY
NOT AWARE

Atlantic
37%
32%
14%
14%
3%

QC
37%
34%
10%
12%
7%

ON
45%
33%
13%
8%
1%

Prairies
57%
16%
19%
1%
7%

AB
39%
32%
19%
10%
0%

BC
34%
23%
31%
13%
0%

41%

31%

16%

9%
3%

And how closely have you been following the announcement of an enhanced 
universal child care benefit? ? [THOSE WITH CHILDREN UNDER 18 ONLY]

VERY CLOSELY: 41%, SOMEWHAT CLOSELY: 31%
NOT TOO CLOSELY: 16%, NOT AT ALL CLOSELY: 9%, NOT AWARE: 3%



And how closely have you been following the announcement of an enhanced 
universal child care benefit? ? [THOSE WITH CHILDREN UNDER 18 ONLY]

SOMEWHAT
29%
23%
16%
4%
3%
25%

VERY
33%
26%
17%
5%
6%
14%

NOT TOO
32%
20%
26%
0%
5%
17%

NOT AT ALL
20%
19%
13%
10%
18%
20%

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUEBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED

NOT AWARE
12%
26%
6%
6%
0%

50%

30

20

10

0 33
%

26
%

17
%

5% 6% 14
%

AMONG THOSE FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT ‘VERY CLOSELY’



     BRITISH COLUMBIA HORSERACE

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

REST OF BC
30%
34%
22%
3%
12%
312

GREATER VAN.
24%
43%
16%
2%
16%
253

VAN. ISLAND
21%
22%
17%
15%
24%
248

40

30

20

10

0
Van. Island Greater Van Rest of BC

21
%

22
%

17
%

15
%

24
%

24
%

43
%

16
% 2%

16
%

30
%

34
%

22
% 3%

12
%



CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

REST OF QC
17%
29%
16%
15%
2%
21%
670

MONTRÉAL CMA
17%
31%
21%
15%
2%
15%
393

QUÉBEC CMA
26%
27%
9%
11%
1%

27%
331

      QUÉBEC HORSERACE

30

20

10

0
Québec CMA Montréal CMA Rest of QC

26
%

27
%

9% 11
% 1% 27 17
%

31
%

21
%

15
% 2%

15
%

17
%

29
%

16
%

15
% 2%

21
%



      QUÉBEC HORSERACE

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
BLOC QUÉBECOIS
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

ANGLOPHONE
22%
22%
27%
4%
2%

23%
218

FRANCOPHONE
17%
32%
14%
18%
2%
18%
1176

30

20

10

0
Francophone Anglophone

17
%

32
%

14
%

18
% 2%

18
%

22
%

22
%

27
%

4%

2%

23
%



      ONTARIO HORSERACE

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

416
24%
26%
30%
3%
17%
264

905
47%
8%
15%
7%

24%
309

SC
35%
15%
15%
7%

29%
268

SW
40%
15%
22%
2%
21%
314

EAST
26%
8%
41%
3%

22%
307

NORTH
30%
23%
17%
7%

23%
142

40

30

20

10

0
SC North East

35
%

15
%

15
%

7% 29
%

30
%

23
%

17
%

7% 23
%

26
%

8% 41
% 3%

22
%



40

30

20

10

0
416 905 SW

24
%

26
%

30
% 3%

17
%

47
%

8% 15
%

7% 24
%

40
%

15
%

22
% 2%

21
%

CONSERVATIVE
NDP
LIBERAL
GREEN PARTY
UNDECIDED
SAMPLE

416
24%
26%
30%
3%
17%
264

905
47%
8%
15%
7%

24%
309

SC
35%
15%
15%
7%

29%
268

SW
40%
15%
22%
2%
21%
314

EAST
26%
8%
41%
3%

22%
307

NORTH
30%
23%
17%
7%

23%
142
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